In Her Own Voices:

Chinese Female Podcasts as Female Media Space
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In China, podcast is becoming a mass medium, attracting a higher proportion of
female users compared to the male users. This trend, which is different from the
overall gender ratio of Internet users in China, hints at the specific gender attributes of
the podcast. Meanwhile, it underscores the potential and possibility of exploring new
female media space within podcast. However, current research often neglects the
significance of podcast as dynamic media space that influences user practices within
and beyond. Focusing on the Chinese prominent female-led podcast "Stochastic
Volatility," this study employs the concept of media affordance to analyze how
women carve out a female media space within the podcast in Chinese contexts.
Through in-depth semi-structured interviews with 25 dedicated female subscribers
and thematic coding, this research bridges the podcast’s media affordance and the

female media space and illustrates how technical attributes influence people’s



practices in particular context. The podcast’s affordances including accessibility,
portability, and modality lay the groundwork for an elite salon space, an
accompanying auditory space, and a narrative space balancing knowledge and
emotion. Together, these create favorable conditions for female media space,
characterized by safety, intimacy, and the reconstruction of the public sphere, which
helps female build community to share opinions, support, emotion and participate in
public discussion. Using Chinese female podcast as an example, this study tends to
illustrate how one medium can interact with people’s practice and broader society by

setting an media affordance environment.
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